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A small-scale battle between supermar-
kets is going on near my home in a south-
western suburb of Tokyo. It is being fought
by a medium-sized supermarket affiliated
with Daiei Inc. and a small supermarket
with a network in the local area.

The two stores are located on opposite
sides of a plaza behind a private railway sta-
tion. Initially, the local supermarket held the
advantage because shoppers appreciated the
quality of its food, such as fish. Then the
Daici subsidiary drastically refurbished its
store. -
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Other nations will have to take a wait-
and-see approach to Junichiro Koizumi,
new leader of the ruling Liberal Demo-
cratic Party, because the foreign and
security policies of Koizumi, who has no
experience in those fields, are totally
unknown.

“Koizumi is succeeding Prime Minister
Yoshiro Mori at a most difficult time in
Jupan's relationship with China,” Hide-
nori Ljirl, professor at Tokyo University
of Forelgn Studies, snld.
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